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A Study of the Features of a Sociological Approach
to Peace Education

MurakaM! Toshifumi (Kyoto University of Education) -

This paper investigates some methods of research on peace education, and first makes a
comparison of approaches of pedagogy, peace research and sociology to peace education. Most of
the pedagogical studies on peace education are idealistic or method-oriented after the Second World
War. In order to improve the theory and practice of peace education for the 21st century, it is
necessary to clarify the social development of peace education in an objective way. Until now, there
have only been a small number of positive studies on the true state and development of peace
education by sociological methods.

In a sociological approach, peace education is regarded as a social fact, so the social structure
and social functions of peace education are analyzed. The aims of the sociclogical study are to gain
knowledge on the real state of peace education and to study the historical development of peace
education. Using methods of comparative and historical sociology, the social factors that define
the developmental process of peace education are analyzed.

It is expected that the formation of Japanese features of peace education should be explained in
comparison with peace education in other countries. Japanese peace education based on passing on
war experiences in the Second World War is a specific field of education that has a characteristic in
its development and structure. The sociological case studies of Japanese peace education lead to a
better understanding of the Japanese educational system.

Peace education research has the feature of bheing peace value-oriented to find practical
educational methods for peace building and peace making. The academic contribution of this
sociological study of peace education is to provide the basic theory for structuring the whole theory

of peace education research.

Key words peace education, sociological approach, sociology of education,

peace education research, peace research
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